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Technical Assistance 

(916) 322-5662 

Norman Ruestow 
P.O. Box 897 
Colfax, CA 95713 

Dear Mr. Ruestow: 

Administration 

322-5660 

Executive/Legal 

322-5901 

March 1, 1985 

Enforcement 

322-6441 

Statements of Economic Interest 

322-6444 

Re: Your Request for Advice 
Our File No. A-85-025 

We have received your letter requesting advice concerning 
the Colfax City Council. You have asked questions regarding the 
application of the Brown Act to members of the City Council who 
work in the same office, and regarding a City ordinance about 
conflicts of interest. 

The jurisdiction of the Fair Political Practices Commission 
is limited to the interpretation and enforcement of the 
Political Reform Act (Government Code Sections 81000-91015). 
Your questions do not concern the Political Reform Act, and, 
therefore, I am unable to provide the advice you have 
requested. I suggest you contact your City Attorney for advice 
on these matters. 

KED:plh 

Very truly yours, 

i':(1Jlt./'L~ f. ·~(.h~ 
Kathryn ~. Donovan 
Counsel 
Legal Division 







§ 2·1.303 COLFAX MUNICIPAL CODE 

Officials and employees should not exceed thei 
the law, or ask others to do so, and owe a du ty tc 
other public officials and employees, unless prohlbi 
law or by the officially recognized confidentiality of 
(§ 2, Ord. 270, eff. January 22, 1981) 

Sec. 2-1.304. Fair and equal treatment. 
(a) Interest in appointments. Canvassin 

Council, directly or indirectly, in consideration or if 
appointment to the municipal service shall disqual 
appointment, except with reference to positions fillt 
the Council. 

(b) Use o/public property. No official or e 
or permit the use of City. owned vehicles, equi 
property for persOTial convenience or profit, excep 
are available to the public generally or are provided a 
the use of such official or employee in the conduc 

(c) Obligations to citizens. No official or 
any special consideration, treatment, or advantage t, 
that which is available to every other citizen. 
(§ 2, Ord. 270, eff. January 22, 1981) 

Sec. 2-1.305. Conflicts of interest. 
No Councilman or other official or employee, wh 

shali"engage in any husiness or transaction or have a 
)nte!est, direct orJIl~!Jr~~tL which islncotl1pati~!e with 
£f,his_ official dutiet: in the public interests or wou 
,!ndep~fl~nce o.L~(~grnent or action in the l!erfon 
duties. "Personal", as distinguished from "financial") 

-an interest arising fro;:;:;bioo"ci 'or marriage rei;ti~n~h 
asso cia ti ons . 

. Specific' conflicts of interest are enumerated 
guidance of officials and employees: 

. (a) Illcompatible_f!.'!!.~_f!/:. No Council! 
or employee shall '!ngage in or accept private em 
services for privat{;--fnterests when such employ 
'hkompatible with tie proper discharge ofhls"offTdiif 

.-to impair his indepenclenc«:."~rjud.~:n!~t or action in 
his official du tie s. 

(b jDis~losures 0/ cO/f[idential in/ormation. 
other official or employee, without proper legal 

Reprint No. 



·Bq;l:~a app~inte(L: 
~ ... ';:'il) ';,i~t~. h -il';-'~'<~i7 i ,::: .. ". 

to; COMe .' ~seat, '~: 'L 

';~~~":;; l~:~ :!-,~iJ{~~i ~~ti;~ ~~~,~,}\,,\;,t:"::::~:t ~~~~,;~j l'l: 
~, Frank: B~uf bU·' hem' i" Of coHn ';romi978tO lui6.~': 
appointed to the CoIfa.· and he said he knows • lot 
Cityt Council,,: takIng 'the 01 people in the area as well 
place alh" wife Marcia ' as~ each, of· the coun:' 
Bozza' who resigned the cllmemben:,':' , -r: 
position earlier this month. ".' Bozza.;' who ,is also, a 

. ,. The City Council voted 3-' ptil \VCJl'i(i'a~§6CWlm , 
1 at the Jan. 22 meetinC to '~,':Il!cilmen . ,Tals 
appoint Mr. Bozza. Mayor n IC an er " 
Norman Ruestow voted there! 0 
against the action. , 

In ,a special meeting 
Monday night the cOlmcll _lCl1ltini_qf~ public since 
passed, a resolution on the -.all councUmen 
appointment, and Mr., ~I!;ip_ lerent epart
Bozza was swom in by City -.ments. " C, r ' 

Clerk Betty Delgado. ' He said he is usually out 
Mrs. Bozza had told the on his motor route while 

Record that the position Ballenger,is at the front 
was demanding a great counter and Talso is 
deal or her time, and Mr. working in the mail 
Bozza said his previous processing portion 01 the 
experience' in city ofrice. 
government will be an,' Bozza' said his 
asset ,as he takes the ramiliarity with the area 
position. 

Mr. Bozza was the mayor see page 3 



P.O. BOX 807 • SACRAMENTO, 95804 ••• 1100 K STREET BUILDING, SACRAMENTO, 9581.4 

(916) 322·.5662 

Norman Ruestow 
Box 897 
Colfax, CA 95713 

Dear Mr. Ruestow: 

AdmIn i.'ra,ion 

322·.5660 

Eucu,iv_/l/t1l01 

322-.5901 

February 11, 1985 

Re: A-85-025 

Enforce",_n' 

322-6-4-41 

Statemen'. of Economic In'.r •• ' 
322-6-4"-" 

Your letter requesting advice under the Political 
Reform Act has been referred to Kathryn Donovan, an 
attorney in the Legal Division of the Fair Political 
Practices Commission. If you have any questions about your 
advice request, you may contact this attorney directly at 
(9l6) 322-5901. 

We try to answer all advice requests promptly. 
Therefore, unless your request poses particularly complex 
legal questions, or unless more information is needed to 
answer your request, you should expect a response within 21 
working days. 

BAM:nwm 
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Very truly yours, 

BAM:nwm 


